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on the value and place of freedom must take into account this 

, than an entirely rational being, a his rational attain- phe ecne eee It may well be that without a strong 

dark realm, a realm on the conscious mind like a free. Christ, said St | gives liberty from the ficsh and 


at the moment, for us in the West, the myth is dead. 


-* Does Robert Ley wonder then that men are afraid of their 
freedom? By the breakdown of the Christian tradition men 


. articles on Liberal Christianity by four Swiss theologians. 
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each passing moment,” and that “with the healing of our 
despair the Kingdom of God is about to break.” Statements 
of this sort do not sound like the language of liberalism—and 
is one being merely obtuse if one asks for the precise meaning 
of such expressions? I feel also that Dr. Buri dismisses too 
lightly the idea of the historic Jesus and the belief in progress. 
It is true that no sensible liberal will seek to make the historic 
Jesus the criterion of his faith, but this does not mean that the 
historic Jesus can be ignored. | 
So also with the idea of progress. The erroneousness 0 


_ the belief in progress, says Dr. Buri, lies today clearly exposed. 


But it depends what one means by a belief in progress. A 
belief in automatic progress is obviously ridiculous, but I have 
yet to be persuaded that it is wrong for us to aspire to be 

better than our fathers.” Far be it from me to suggest, how- 
ever, that our friend from Basle is not a true liberal, or that he 
is merely a sort of do-Barthian. If Dr. Buri and those who 
think him feel themselves to be at one with the liberal 
school of thought that is all the more reason why we should 
listen carefully to what they have to say . 


Liberalism not true to. itself 


My reaction to the other articles can perhaps be outlined 
more briefly. As will probably be apparent from my criticism 
of Dr. Buri, I am at one with Pastor Henry Babel in suspecting 
that the real cause of the failure of liberalism is the fact 
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codify and systematise the succession of momentary 
tions then I will comply, but if not, it is a base and counterfeit 


coin that I issue. 
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4 
law: we can also say that only by living in the myth | 
unifying myth which wi orm their personal situation & 
into ohe of universal significance. } 
‘- “Dr. Ley is afraid of mass movements: because they en- | 
freedom, and reduce the intellectual level 
to mediocrity. To counteract this he seeks the creation of small : 
communities and calls upon the Church to view its urgent task ' 
to split up the masses and apt communities 
where know one another. enough, provided 
the esis ane not self-contained units, divorced from the 
social-and political strains of contemporary society. They | 
must be in it to guide it. = { 
We cannot ‘escape from our mass society, and whether it | 
is growing or waning, it remains with us. Societies, like civilisa- 7 
tions, are destined to flower for a moment of glorious triumph | 
and then whither in the dust of passing time ; and religious t 
people must not take credit for the triumphs and blame all ee 
in i situation i -O 
extricate themselves the cycle of events, and must under- 
The conflict will always be there, ing over the deserts and ii 
tions, just as it hangs over ours. But for a moment we can L 
be free, and it is in that moment, when we make a personal i 
cannot be free from the world but we can have the richness i 
of spiritual liberty which the religious moment will bring in suggestion that Liberal Protestantism stands for | 
our personal situation ; and, grasped by our ability to trans- “absolute message of Jesus” runs counter to i 
cend our immediate situation, we can possess the peace of dis- 
covering a meaning in our life through a glimpse of the abiding this “traditional” view of li : 
values. We must guard the Church from too romantic an liberalism has failed, not through any inherent weakness, but | 
individualism, and we must permeate the society about us simply because the world at large has failed to accept its | 
“we ” failed our vision. 
‘Sagi Paul and Liberalism 
THR TI IE ALLERIES Dr. Neuvenschwander’s fanciful apotheosis of St. Paul also 
Arthur = Pont f di of all the simple 
of distorting out recognition i 
By * ethical humanism of Jesus, but one sometimes wonders | 
| whether Christianity would have survived at all without its 
Pauline transformation. Despite certain aberrations it is quite 
| 5 at my obvious that Paul is on the side of liberalism and not ortho- 
and knowledge of Continental liberalism are slight, and doxy. At the same time it would be unwise to make Paul our 
that is guide and tutor in all things. In particular we should beware of 
ond But it is perhaps for this becoming too deeply entangled in his dualism. It is tempting 
reason that I found the symposium by our Swiss friends par- sometimes to believe with him that there is a fundamental 
ticularly interesting and J am giad to have this opportunity of cleavage in creation, but the philosophic difficulties of this 
crystallising my reaction to it. position are formidable. As Dr. C. E. Raven says somewhere, 
we must be monists—and take the consequences. 
We must listen carefully 
doubtedly that of Dr. Fritz Buri and it is easy to FIRST-WAY S 
his own words, he is often accused of being By Exic Wild 
least of speaking that way. eee 
a touch of neo-orthodoxy in the exaggerated A BOVE Ge nition, 
he de es the so-called old-fashioned liberalism. -young people's rallies and money raising efforts, a clamour 
mpted to ask whether it is true that which is music to my ears, the clarion call to duty rings out— 
at any rate in 
sisted that if we want to know the world is like we have to aie 
go out and have a look at it. > are deep interest the four articles written by our 
- Another apparently orthodox trait in Dr. Buri's writing Swiss friends and have been jarred into self-criticism. I agree 
that true freedom, as I see it, does lie in the full recognition of 
often in the works of the jams and the secular Exisien- the authority of God and im submission to his demands. We may 
tialists. ee ar oor strike the board and cry that “ our lives and lines are free, free 
according to measure it increases the meaning of our as the road, loose as the wind,” but we only gain our freedom 
personal existence.” Later, he informs us that “led by the when we answer the reproving call, “ Child!“ with the sub- 
spirit of Christ, we see forever the completion of existence m missive reply, “ My Lord!” Men in them foolishness have 
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preacher, and takes a 
As a Unitarian myself I have never 
nitarian never comes into the discourse. Why 


our committee men is a Methodist local 
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_ (Minister, Seaford Community Church, Australia) 
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